Creating an Illuminated Poem--- Due Monday October 1st
Worth 50 pts (25 formatting, 25 Ideas/Content)udent Handout 
Pretend you are a scholar who has just traveled across medieval Europe.

You want to create an illuminated manuscript of a poem describing the

structure of the Roman Catholic Church and its influence on daily life in

medieval Europe.

Use History Alive! The Medieval World and Beyond, Reading Notes 3,

and any assignments you completed at the stations to complete the poem.

Your illuminated manuscript must meet these formatting requirements:

• The poem must have nine short stanzas. Stanzas may vary in length;

some may be only one line, while others may be longer.

• The first letter of the poem’s stanzas must spell out the words THE

CHURCH. Therefore, the first word of Stanza 1 must begin with the

letter T, the first word of Stanza 2 with the letter H, and so on.

• The first letter of your poem, a T, must be illuminated. This means you

will decorate the letter with designs, pictures, or symbols that represent

medieval society.

• The poem must include at least four pictures. These can be placed in

the margins, in the background, or within the poem itself. The pictures

should relate to your poem and help illustrate your ideas.

• The poem must contain nine words or phrases from the Word Bank.

Prepare a rough draft of your poem, and have your teacher review it. Type

or write your final draft neatly in ink.

Word Bank
cathedral 

diocese  
Emperor Henry IV 

Excommunication

holy days

monasticism 

parish 

pilgrimages 

Pope Gregory VII 

religious orders

sacraments 

salvation 

Thomas Aquinas 

universities
Turn over for Ideas/Content Requirements

Ideas and Content

(Development)

25 pts  - This paper is clear and focused. It holds the reader's attention. Relevant anecdotes and details enrich the central theme or storyline. 

· Ideas are fresh and original. 

· The writer seems to be writing from knowledge or experience and shows insight: an understanding of life and a knack for picking out what is significant. 

· Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable. 

· The writer develops the topic in an enlightening, purposeful way that makes a point or tells a story. 

· Every piece adds something to the whole. 

15 pts- The writer is beginning to define the topic, even though development is still basic or general. 

· It is pretty easy to see where the writer is headed, though more information is needed to "fill in the blanks." 

· The writer seems to be drawing on knowledge or experience, but has difficulty going from general observations to specifics. 

· Ideas are reasonably clear, though they may not be detailed, personalized, or expanded enough to show in-depth understanding or a strong sense of purpose. 

· Support is attempted, but doesn't go far enough yet in fleshing out the main point or storyline. 

· Details often blend the original with the predictable. 

5 pts - As yet, the paper has no clear sense of purpose or central theme. To extract meaning from the text, the reader must make inferences based on sketchy details. The writing reflects more than one of these problems: 

· The writer is still in search of a topic, or has not begun to define the topic in a meaningful, personal way. 

· Information is very limited or unclear. 

· The text may be repetitious, or may read like a collection of disconnected, random thoughts. 

· Everything seems as important as everything else; the reader has a hard time sifting out what's critical. 

